
Fourth Grade Writing Workshop  

 

Lesson Title: Personal Narrative: Story Map 

Grade Level: 4th Grade 

Learning Standard(s): CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective  

                                       technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 
 

Teaching Point: Writers can organize their writing by using a story map to help them plan and identify important components in a personal  

                             narrative. 

Resources and Materials: Smartboard (PowerPoint), Story map organizers 

Connection “Yesterday we discussed what a personal narrative is and what makes a personal narrative interesting- e.g., humor, 

vivid description, ending the story with a lesson, etc. We then brainstormed different personal narrative ideas that you 

each can write about. Today I am going to teach you how to organize your writing by using a story map to help you 

plan and identify important components of your story.” 

Mini-Lesson  “Now I am going to show you how I plan my personal narrative by identifying the settings, characters, problem, events, 

and outcome in my story. Listed to me as I think aloud about the event.” 

 

I will choose a personal narrative topic that I brainstormed during the previous lesson. I will describe my story, in detail, 

and fill in each component of the story map on the Smartboard.  

 

“Did you see how I recalled each detail from my story before filling in my chart? Talking aloud helps me recognize the 

setting, characters, problem, events, and outcome of my story. I can then use the details that I just described to fill in 

my chart. I invite you turn and talk with your partner to practice this strategy. Begin by picking one of the ideas you 

brainstormed and then share that story with your partner. Be very specific!” 

 

I will walk around as students are discussing with their partner and listed to the stories they are sharing. I will ask 

probing questions such as, “What happened next?” and “Was anybody else with you?” to help prompt students to be 

specific.  

Link After students have finished discussing with their partners, I will say, “Today we learned that it is important to organize 

and plan our story before we begin writing our personal narrative. When you go off and write today, you are first going 

to use the graphic organizer to help plan your story. Remember to be as specific as possible. Once you have completed 



your graphic organizer, you can then begin writing a rough draft of your story. Skip lines as you are writing because 

we are going to be learning about many different ways to enhance our writing during this unit.” 

Independent Writing 

and Conferencing  

Students will begin working on their graphic organizer independently. Being that this is the beginning of a writing unit, 

I will give students approximately 20 minutes before calling them up for individual conferences. Each conference will 

be approximately 5 minutes. We will discuss students’ stories and I will assist them in adding detail in their graphic 

organizer. I will record what students have accomplished so that once I have rotated back around to them on a different 

day, I am able to see the progress they made.  

Share After students have written for about 35-40 minutes, they will share their work with a partner for 5 minutes. Students 

will be encouraged to give their partner feedback. As a class, we will then discuss why planning our story before writing 

is useful. 

Looking Forward: Looking forward, students will learn to add a hook, details, figurative language, dialogue, transition words, 

characterization, actions, and feelings in their writing. 

 
 

 


