
Second Grade ELA Lesson 
 
Lesson Title  

 

Identifying and Supporting Character Traits  

Discipline 

 

ELA 

Grade Level 

 

2nd Grade 

 

Central Learning Focus 
 

Learning Standard(s) 

 

Next Generation Standards: 

2SL4: Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings clearly.  

2R3: In literary texts, describe how characters respond to major events and challenges. In informational texts, describe 

the connections among ideas, concepts, or a series of events.  

 

Student Learning 

Objective(s) 

 

Students will be able to identify character traits through a character’s actions, feelings, or thoughts. 

Students will be able to provide, in writing, evidence from the story that supports the character trait they identify. 

 

Prior Knowledge 

 

Prior to this learning segment, students were able to identify both the main idea and key details in a text. They also 

learned the difference between physical and behavioral traits. Prior to the lesson, I pre- assessed the students by asking 

them to write a trait they believe they possess and prove the trait with evidence. This gave me an understanding of 

who knew what a trait was. Students are familiar with the book Chrysanthemum because it is one of our anchor texts. 

 

 

Instructional Strategies and Learning Tasks 
 

Resources and Materials 

 

Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes, Character Analysis Worksheet, Chrysanthemum Worksheet, List of character 

traits, Smartboard (PowerPoint slides) 

 

Launch    

 

I will begin by asking students to describe my personality and support their thoughts. I will write their answers in 

the bubble map on the Smartboard. After we have completed the bubble map, I will point to each word students 

provided and ask them if they know what these words are called. I will call on a handful of students to share and 

then explain that these words are called character traits. 

 

Mini-Lesson 

 

I will share the learning objectives with students. I will explain that character traits describe a character’s 

personality and how they respond to challenges. I will inform students that they can identify character traits by 

asking themselves, “What can we learn about a character based on what they are doing, thinking, or feeling?” I 



will tell the class that when they identify character traits, they must provide evidence to support their answer. 

Students become “character detectives” when they do this because they are learning more about what the 

characters are like. I will hand out a list of character traits and a Character Analysis Worksheet. I will model the 

activity by reading the first two scenarios. I will identify character traits and underline the evidence that I used 

for both. As a class, we will then read the next two scenarios. For both, students will turn and talk for two minutes 

to discuss character traits they believe the character possesses. Students will use their character trait list to help 

them. I will walk around to listed to students’ thoughts and ask prompting questions when necessary. Students 

will be asked to share their answers and support the character trait they chose with evidence. Students will give a 

thumbs up if they agree with the character trait identified or a thumbs down if they disagree. I will invite students 

to share why they agree or disagree.  

 

Structured Practice  

  

I will remind students of our anchor text Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes. I will ask a student to summarize 

what the book is about. I will explain to students that Chrysanthemum and Victoria have many character traits 

that help us understand their personality. I will hand out two copies of Chrysanthemum to each table and put the 

definition of a character trait back on the Smartboard. With their partner(s), students will complete the 

Chrysanthemum Worksheet. They will identify character traits of Chrysanthemum and Victoria and provide 

evidence to support those traits.  

 

I will walk around as students are completing their worksheet with their partner(s) and ask prompting questions 

when necessary. If students are repeating character traits or using common character traits such as “nice” or 

“mean," I will ask them to look at the character trait sheet and find a word that has a similar meaning. 

 

Closure 

 

Students will be asked to orally share their findings with their classmates. We will compare students’ responses 

to see if groups came up with similar answers. I will ask questions as students are explaining their thoughts in 

order to promote higher order thinking. 

 

 

Assessments 
 

Type and description of 

assessments  

 

Students will be both formally and informally assessed throughout the learning segment. 

Informal Assessments: Students will be informally assessed as I walk around the classroom to listen as students 

are participated in the turn and talk during the instruction. I will document who is struggling with the material 

to see if they later understood it during the structured practice. Students will also be informally assessed as I ask 

prompting and higher order thinking questions during the mini-lesson, structured practice, and closure. 

Formal Assessments: Students will be formally assessed through their ability to complete their Chrysanthemum 

Worksheet.  

Modifications/Differentiation Modifications to the assessment will be made to accommodate students’ needs. 



 Grouping: For students’ formal assessment, they will be partitioned into homogeneous groups. 

Learning Needs: If students are struggling to physically finish their worksheet, an oral explanation will prove 

their understanding. ENL students may have difficulty writing in complete sentences, so I will provide them 

with sentence starters to help them fill out the worksheet. Struggling learning will only be required to find one 

character trait for each character. 

Extension: After students that need more of a challenge have finished their worksheet, they will be asked to 

answer the following question: “How would you have acted if you were one of the characters in the story?” 

 

 

 


